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Rabbi Gordon

For the refrigerators that we certify, the following happens when in the Sabbath mode: 1. all lights,
icons, tones, beeps, digital readouts, solenoids and most alarms are deactivated 2. the ice maker
and cold water dispenser are deactivated (most). 3. fans are disconnected from the door switch. 4.
a delay is inserted between the thermostat request for the compressor and the compressor turn on.

5. the defrost cycle runs on ordinary clock time, not compressor run time.

Be well.

Jonah Ottensoser
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Dear Jonah

I'm writing in continuation to our previous correspondence, regarding the Shabbos mode on
appliances. I'd like to verify certain points. Please take time to respond, it will be greatly

appreciated!
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1. does the temperature sensors [in refrigerators, freezers, ovens] sense and record changes in
temperature? If yes why doesn't it in itself pose a problem [changes are detected immediately. And

it cannot be considered a ‘grama’].

2. Does the defrost cycle [in freezers] run on compressor run time, or have anything to do with

amount of door openings?

3. In ovens, if I understand correctly the is a delay inserted between the thermostat request and

turn on?

4. According to information I received, the only way star-k allows using the Shabbos mode in

ovens, is by taking out the food at once — what is the reasoning behind this?
5. way isn’t the above publicized? — most people use a Shabbos mode in order to constantly
open and close the oven door [e.g. take out soup friday night and leave the chulent till the

morning!]
Thanks, AY Gordon
Rabbi Gordon

1. According to Rabbi Heinemann, this sensing without a display, is not a malacha.
2. when we certify the defrost cycle runs on clock time in the SAB mode

3. Yes.

4. This is only on Shabbos (not yom tov), and according to Rabbi Heinemann, any cold air
you cause to enter the oven and trip the thermostat to on, is a gramma on a malacha shaino

strecha legufa. Others hold differently.

5. It is publicized. Look on the Star-k web page at the information below specific models.
Again, other rabbonim have different opinions. Each person should check with their rov.

Be well
Jonah
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